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SPEECH. 



Srethren— Citizens : 

It fieems to me, as I read the pages of onr Bh< 
history — a history more romantic and fnll of ine 
the natioD at large than that of any other peopie, at leasc 
of our times — it seems to me, that in the building of this beau- 
tiful and stately Btructnre of a Kepnhlic, it was not designed, 
by Him ^ho shapes the destmies of nations, that the goodly stones 
should be brought together, like as in the temple of old, without 
the sound of hammer or inBtmment of- iron, in quietneas and order. 
That temple was built in the midst of peace ; every stone squared 
and polished in the' distant quarries, and laid by its fellow in the 
royal building, without noise or confusion. The foundations of this 
temple of human liberty were laid in the smoke and blood and 
tumult of war ; and as each granite block comes to its appointed 
place in the superstructure — each constitntioDal guarantee, each in- 
stitution of national character and political strength — it is with 
stroke and shock and contention. 

- It seems as if every element of our national life is to be tried as 
by fire ; every principle of government, and every institution, to 
pass a searching and exhaustive ordeal, before it is finally perma- 
nently incorporated into the building. 

But it is sufficiently encouraging to know that, in every conflict, 
tnith has triumphed ; and that, whatever has been the cost in toil 
and life and treasure to build up thus far this noble structure, the 
work done is well worth its immense expense. Ten years ago no 
mwi would have ventured to have prophesied the present cheering 
and exalted condition of our national life ; — slavery dead and 
buried, manhood-equality established by constitutional guarantees 
all over this lately enslaved land, members of a despised race occu- 
pying worthily the Senator's eeat, the bench of Supreme Courts, 
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and chair of the Governors. Yet this is come^ and more to follow ; 
and in the inarch towards perfection of national character, what- 
ever more of dispute and agitation may be had over any of our 
cherished institutions, as they pass through the ordeal of unjust 
criticism, upon this we confidently rely that not one stone shall be 
removed out of its place, nor any part of the structure necessary to 
our national existence and prosperity be destroyed. 

It is in the spirit of this confidence and firm hope I come to the 
discussion of that important matter which has brought us face to 
{ face to night. Because I believe that our Common School sys- 
tem is a main artery to carry the blood of national life and liberty 
\o the extremities of the great body, and cannot be dissevered or 
mutilated without dangerously impairing, if not destroying, our 
existence. ' 

I shall speak plainly ; the rather to be easily understood, than for 
rhetorical effect. The subject is of deep solicitude to every true 
American jt^tizen, equally with the Christian man and woman. 
But so smch has been said upon it, and so diversified are the views 
of mMiy writers and speakers, that the ground is covered with 
much rubbish of no value in the controversy, except to hide under 
mere verbiage the main question from observation. 

The question thrust upon us, as stated in its simplest form, is, 
" Shall our Common School system be maintained as it is, or will 
w§ suffer its overthrow and destruction by an ecclesiastical power ?" 
That is all there is in the controversy, and — that is enough. The 
question is not, " Shall the Bible be read in the Schools ?" This 
question has passed by, having served its purpose, and now is of 
no further use to the party that began its agitation. The hasty 
concessions made by the friends of the Common Schools on this 
point, to conciliate the enemies of the system, are all lost, having 
utterly failed of their benevolent purpose. The readiness we have 
showed to write " sectarian" on the good old Book, which never 
did any man a wrong, and condemn it to banishment from every 
place where education is under the auspices of the State, has 
\ ' bought us no favor, nor extorted a word of admiration for our gen- 
\ erpus sacrifice, from the sealed lips of the dissatisfied. In all this 
1 *' love's labor lost." That I am not hasty and incorrect in thus 
asserting^ 1 will show by appealing to the testimonies of Bom an 
Catholics themselves, whose evidence on this point is sufficient to 
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satisfy all doubt. Eev. Mr. Preston says : " We have never re- 
** garded the reading of appropriate portions of the Bible as any 
^< great objection in itself to our public schools. 

"The exclusion of the Bible would not render the Common 
" Schools satisfactory to us.'' This Reverned gentleman, in speak- 
ing on the subject, further adds : " In the Catholic Church, in all 
" matters of morals, we are a unit all over the wide world." "We 
may, therefore, safely conclude that he has given us the mind of 
his Church on this point, and the Bible in the schools is really no 
question among Catholics. But we will add more testimony. "Hie 
Nqw York ToMet says : " The School Board of Oincinhati hrfve 
" voted .to exclude the Bible from the public schools of the city. 
^ If this has been done with a view to reconciling Catholics to the 
" Common School system, its purpose will not be realized. It does 
" not meet, nor in any degree lessen, our objection to the public 
" school system ; and we object less to the reading of King Jqme^s 
^^ Bihley even in the schools^ than we do to the exclusion of cM re- 
^Higiotbs instruction,'*^ "A Catholic," writing to the Trilune^ 
says: "We don't object to Protestants reading the Bible in the 
" schools if they wish." 

" A Catholie Priest," in the Boston Advertiser^ says : " Catholics 
" would not be satisfied with the public schools, even if the Pro- 
" testant Bible and every vestige of religious teaching were ban- 
"ished from them." Now, from this it appears, that whatever 
importance this question may have possessed in the minds of Ca- 
tholics in time past, they now no longer regard it as worth conten- 
tion. And there are no other opposers. No other sect or class of 
citizens protest against the reading of the Bible in the schools. 
Our Baptist brethren have a different translation, containing as 
many alterations as the Douay version : nevertheless they hare 
never objected to the reading of the common version in the schools. 
The non-Christian portion of our community, whose children attend 
the schools, offer no objections ; and, in fact, my friends, I venture 
to assert that you never would have heard a respectable protest on 
this subject from any quarter if the Roman Catholics had not made 
the assault. Nevertheless, they now retreat, and for reasons which 
we may fall upon bye and bye, treat the subject as of no import- 
ance in this controversy. If, therefore, our school system is to be 
maintained, let it be as it is, with the Bible on its desk, to be read 



in the scIiooIb. It is the 4nty of the State to inculcate morality in 
fll her teaching, and for this purpose, what text-book is equal to 
the Bible ? It is almost universally conceded to be the book be»t 
adapted to interest and unfold the moral faculties, that can be put 
into the hands of the child. Its use in the schools in no way con- 
flicts with the State or Federal Constitution ; it infringes on nx> 
jarivate or individual right, more than the required observance of 
the Sabbath, which is justly imposed on all citizens without regard, 
to their religious prejudices. Let the Bible be read in the schools : 
-^let its sublime morality, its proverbs of matchless wisdom, its 
holy and blessed Commandments, whose observance by her citizens 
18 necessary to the preservation of the State, be read to the chil- 
dren when they gather from the homes and streets of the city to 
their studies, that the gracious influences of its fragrant and re- 
freshing Word may pervade their hearts and lives. The Constitu- 
tion of the United States declares that " religion, morality, and 
1 knowledge are necessary to a good government and the happiness 
of mankind," and for the fostering of these principles " schools and 
I the means of education shall forever be encouraged." Thomas 
1 Jefferson said : — " I have always said, and always will say, that 
I the studious perusal of the Sacred Yolume will make better citi- 
t zensg better fathers, and better husbands." 

j If the Bible is read in the schools by irreligious teachers, so much 

I tjie better ; for none need its teachings more ; and the word of 

Qod is sent to them that are afar off*, as well as to them that are 

^igk. Many of the teachers in our public schools, who make no 

pj-ofession of Christianity, nevertheless entertain great respect for 

the Word of God, and earnestly desire it should continue to be 

read. One of these, the principal of a ward school, I once heard 

I tmi the Bible to his scholars. He was an elocultionist of superior 

1 ^ility ; and as he read from the book of Proverbs — " Hear, ye 

1 ehildren, the instruction of a father, and Uttend to know under- 

* atacwiing. For I give you good doctrine, forsake ye not my law. 

iQet wisdom, get understanding ; forget it not. Forsake her not, 

I and she shall preserve thee ; love her, and she shall keep thee. 

Wisdom is the principal thing ; therefore get wisdom : and with all 

i thy getting get understanding " — ^the ears of the hundreds of pupils 

were opened, and every eye was upon him, drinking in the wwda 

(tf pur# instruction. This gentleman told me that he had seen all 



the «cbool in tears while reading passages from the life of Christ. 
He added, " The Bible is a wonderful book.** 

We 'say, then, let the Bible remain in the schools. That Book 
from which oar statutes against blasphemy and violation of t3ie 
Sabbath, and others of like effect, are drawn ; upon whose broad 
principles of human freedom our constitution is founded ; and 
whose doctrine of morality, of duties between man and man, are 
so closely interwoven through the woof and warp of our own laws 
and institutions, that Webster, Everett, and many other eminent 
jurists and pleaders, have maintained in the highest courts that 
" Christianity is the law of the land." 

I must now return to the main question — " Shall our Common 
School system be maintained as it is, or will we suffer its over^ 
throw and destruction by an ecclesiastical power? Our publie 
schools are threatened ; a well-defined and perfected scheme is op^ 
erating to overthrow the entire system. Under all fallacies of 
illogical reasoning, and specious rhetoric, well calculated to confuse 
the mind, without convincing, there stands revealed to the eyes of 
all who will ponder carefully the direction of events, this astonish- 
ing disclosure. And, without disguise, the attack upon this Institu- 
tion — ^this legitimate child of the State — exclusively under political 
control, is made by a Church party. This ecclesiastical body, whick 
is enjoying in the land all the privileges and rights possessed by^ 
t any other religious denomination, repudiating that cardinal j^n- 
ciple in American government — the non-interference of the Churck 
in State affairs — ^boldly assumes and publicly asserts that ^'The- 
Secular is in subordination to the Spiritual in all things;" thaA 
" the State usurps the functions of the Spiritual society when it 
turns educator ; that the organization of the schools, their entire 
internal arrangement and management, the choice and regulatiofil 
of the studies, and the selection, appointment and dismissal of the 
teachers' belong exclusively to the spiritual atdhorHie8^\^ The in- 
fluential clergymen and leaders in this denomination have sent 
forth to the world that " The public or common school system in 
New York City is a swindle on the puhliCy an outrage an juattcej 
afoul disgrace in the matter of morals^ and that it imports for the 
State Legislature to ahdUh it forthwith.'^^ Now, it may well be 
asked in all seriousness, What is the head and front of this offend^ 
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ing ? What gross crimes are perpetrated in onr schools i What 
immorality is there lurking in the system, to call forth such dread- 
ful condemnation ? Will any one speak and testify i any parent ? 
any child among the thousands of pupils? any teacher? None 
answers. Our grand system of Common School Education, with 
the free college at its head, challenges the searching scrutiny of all 
eyes ; — it stands out as one of the proudest monuments of national 
intelligence, morality and virtue. For what, then, are our Com- 
mon Schools condemned? And how is it we find a religious sect 
arraying itself as in a body, in bitter hostility, against the continu- 
ance of the system ? Would you believe it ? Will you not doubt 
when I tell you that this bitterness and opposition are eidiibited 
^cause the Soman Catholic faith is not taught in the Common 
i^hools ? " Only this, and nothing more." The Catholics do not 
' aomand that the schools be made t^ri-sectarian, but entirely Secta- 
rian — the teachers must be, not without denominational bias, but 
sucli as are trained to the work of teaching the Eoman Catholic 
faith 1 — the children must be taught, not in those studies only which 
are secular, but the specialty must be the inculcation of the doc- 
trines of Komanism. And, if all this be not granted, — ^if the 
Ptate, in the exercise of her Constitutional authority, continues to 
|iold the Common School fund aad system inviolate, providing the 
]&ieans of secular education for her children, rich and poor, not as 
eharity, but in the fulfillment of her own responsible duty ; if she 
deny the interference of spiritual dictation by a religious body 
and refuses to squander her moneys tapropagate the tenets and faith 
<)f a religious denomination ;^ then the removal of lawful taxes ia 
demanded, the State is threatened, the public schools denounced in 
the coarsest, vilest language, and this noble system of popular edu- 
cation, which is as a bond of national intelligence and prosperity, 
the palladium of our liberties, is ridiculed, anathematized and 
cursed, and the State called upon to " abolish it forthwith." These 
are serious charges, and call for the strongest and most unequivo- 
cal proofs. And such testimony is at hand. Out of the mouths 
of the Roman Catholic priesthood and laity the testimony is abund- 
ant, and of a character to produce in the mind of every American 
citizen solemn and thoughtful convictions. I need not ask you, 
my friends, to be patient while I carefully read the testimony of 
the witnesses. The subject is too solemn for haste. 
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• Eev. Mr. Preston declared from this platform : 

" We cannot give up to the State the management of education^ nor relinquish 
a duty which we believe God himself has intrusted to us. With us faith is the 
great thing necessary, and every other end, however useftil or honorable, is to 
be subordinated to this. . 

"With such views of faith and of our duty it is easy to see that the public 
schools, as they exist in our" community, will not answer our purpose,, 

" The exclusion of the Bible would not render the Common Schools satisfac- 
tory to us ; we need something more than non-sectarian schools if such could b^ 
found. Negotiations in religion and science do not suit us. We believe that 
religion cannot be separated from education. 

" With our convictions of duty, no schools will satisfy us but those in which 
we can teach our religion, 

" We cannot use the Common Schools^ because they answer not our end, nor. 
satiny our consciences. We say, therefore, * either remove all taxes for educa- 
tion, or give to us our just share of the fund.' " 

Archbishop McCloskey comprehensively expreises the sentiment 
of his class in this moderate sentence : 

" I can answer that, so far as our Catholic children are concerned, the work- 
ings of the public school system have proved, and do prove, highly detrimental 
to their faith and morals?'* 

A Catholic Priest, in the Boston Advertiser^ says : 

" Catholics would not be satisfied with the public schools even if the Protest- 
ant Bible and every vestige of religious teaching were banished from them. . . 
They will not be taxed either for educating the children of Protestants, or for 
having their own children educated in schools under Protestant control.-' 

From the Fre^raavbS Jov/r^ial : 

** The horrible immoralities of the youth in the public schools and the disre- 
gard of religion among those brought up under their influences, prov^ our posi- 
tion, that the future of the Catholic Religion in this land is bound up with the 
exclusion of every schooling not under Catholic direction and control." 

" The Catholic solution of this muddle about Bible or no Bible in schools is, 
' hands off.' No State taxation or donations for any schools. You look to your 
children, and we will look to ours. We do not want to be taxed for Protestant, 
or for godless schools. Let the public school system go to where it came from — 
the devil. We want Christian schools, and the State cannot teU us what 
Christianity is." ^ ' 

" What we, Boman Catholics, must do now, is to get our own children out of 
this devouring fire. At any cost, and any sacrifice, we must deliver the chil- 
dren over whom we have control, from these pits of destruction^ which lie in- 
vitingly in their way, under the name of public or district schools, etct" 

'^ Whereas : It is no more the duty of the State to provide for the schooling, 
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than for the clothing ;and feeding and boosing of children : And, Whereas : 
Twenty-five years of experiment of schools supported hy public tax — ^butto the 
exclusion of all positive religion^ has lamentably proved that teaching to read, 

f wrjte, cast up accounts, and have an idea of the topography of other countries — 

without the daily inculcation of the principles of Christian morals, as built on 

I the dogmatic teachings of Revealed Keligion— only make more expert knaves, 

and more dangerous neighbors : Therefore, Besolved : That the Public or Com- 
mon School System, in New York city, is a swindle on the people, an outrage 
00 justice, a foul disgrace in matter of morals, and that it imports for the State 
Legislature to abolish it forthwith." 

** ITiis subject [of the public schools] contains in it the whole question of the 
progress and triumphs of the Catholic Church in the next generation in this 
country. Catholics t let us all act together I Let us all read and listen to the 
iaxb» sentiments, that we may know how to act together P' 

Again : " There can be no sound political progress — no permanence in the 
State, where for any length of time children shall be trained in schools without 
the Boman Catholic) religion." 

Agdn : " This country has no other hope, politically or morally, except in the 
vast and controlling extension of the Ca/tholic religion^ 

" We will not subject our Catholic children to your teachers." " We will not 
expose our Catholic children to associate with all the children who have a right 
to attend the public schools." 
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A Catholic, writing to the New York Tribune^ says : 

I *^ We don't object to Protestants reading the Bible in the schools if they wish ; 

but) as Irish Catholics, we want to bring up our children in our own way, and 
teach them to be good Catholics. We don't want to mix up with Jews, Protest- 
ants, and Infidels, in school matters, because we want our children to grow up 
in the holy Boman futh, like their fathers ; and, therefore, what we want is, 
our. proportion of the school money, according to the number of our scholars, 
and to teach our children in our own schools. This is what we are striving to 
obtain, and from our past success in getting what me want, we Jknow we shall get 
our proportion of the school money, and ha/oe our own schools. We don't desire 
to have our children ' Americanized,' as the Tablet forcibly puts it, which means 
* demoralized' from the Catholic Church, the mother and mistress of. all 
chorohes. All we want is our share of the public money, to educate our chil- 
dren in our own way. If you want to educate the children without religion, 
we do not. We don't want our children to attend irreligious schools, nor 
echools where they shall be mixed up with other children ; we want to send 
then^ to Catholic schools, under Catholic teachers, and we want our proportion 
of the school money, according to the number of our scholars, and we enter on 
the controversy with this sole aim and purpose. We feel strong enough to carry 
out our views, strong in the ground we take, and strong in the sympathies of the 
people." 
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Rev. Thomas S. Preston takes precisely the above ground, and 
adds: 

^* We demand that we ^hall receive our proportion of the school fundy accord- 
ing to the number of children instructedk'*^ 

To these views of the entire Roman Catholic body, we append 
the reply of the Tf'ibime, as expressing the universal judgment 
of the pnlpit and press outside the pale or the influence of the 
Romish Church : 

" With an anxious desire to make any reasonable and proper concession, it 
seems to ns that compliance with the Eoman Catholic demand, as above pre- 
sented, is simply impossible, becaose incompatible with the preservation of the 
Common School system in its essence. Por we cannot concede to Qathdios 
what we refuse to others; and Jews, Infidels, Bationalisfti, and every. other de- 
nomination, may claim separate schools, and we shall have to c<Hicede them ; 
thus breaking np onr schools entirely. We -must take onr stand and fight for 
Common Schools, or consent to see a very large portion of onr children grow np 
illiterate and nnfit for some of the most important duties of republican citizen- 
ship. Any sect or class is at perfect liberty to educate its own children in sepa- 
rate schools. No one objects to that . But Common School education is a very 
different matter; and that we must insist on providing for all at the public 
expense," 

There is no mistaking the spirit and intent of this accumulated 
testimony ; it breathes in every line, and is interpreted in every par- 
agraph. It is a hatred of the syetem of Common School education^ 
hecauae the Soma/n Catholic faith cmmot he j>ropagated hy its in-- 
strumentations. Tis strange indeed that a religious sect should 
thus put itself in open antagonism to the State which has in no 
wise interfered with any one of its religious rights as guaranteed 
by the Federal and State Constitution, and show the brazen face to 
demand that the civil government, which is instituted for the pro- 
motion of the greatest good to the greatest number, shall violate 
its sworn obligation to the immense majority of its citizens— of 
other names, religious and non-religious — ^in destroying its onljr 
system of popuTar education ! The Eoman Catholic Church is not 
the largest of the religious denominations in our country ; and if 
votes were required to settle this controversy, the Christian sects 
alone, which have equal interest and right of appeal in the ques- 
tion of State schools, would cast an overwhelming majority against 
its preposterous propositions. I think I can speak for all the 
Protestant sects when I say, We want no denominational school* 
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k to be snpported by the State. We ask for no system of popular 
education in which our particular creeds shall be taught. Let all 
citizens, and the children of the foreigner coming to our shores, 
enjoy, by our taxes, schools free frpm all sectarian bias and clear 
of all religious creeds. 
It would be a waste of time even to discuss the proposition made 
\ by the Catholics, that the State adopt the clumsy system of some 
; of t&e States of Europe, and divide the school fund among the dif- 
I ferent denominations, to establish free schools in which religion 
I shall be taught according to their respective creeds. The thing is* 
simply impossible. The idea is utterly anti- American, and its pre- 
sentation discovers an unaccountable ignorance of the genius and 
principles of our Government. 
: In witnessing this startling outbreak made by a single religious 

sect against the State's right to control the matter of popular edu- 
cation, the question naturally springs up, " What ruling motive 
• prompts this aggressive action, this well-concerted movement?" 
And here, again, I leave it to the Koman Catholic Church to 
answer for herself. Let her own words be her interpreter. 

Says the Freeman^ s Journal .'-r-^' This Bubject (of the public 
schools) contains in it the whole question of the progress and tri- 
umphs of the Catholic Church in the next generation, in this coun- 
try." "TAw country has no other hope^ politically or moraUyj 
except in the vast and controlling extension of t/ie Catholic religion.^^ 

Eev. Mr. Preston says : 

« CJonsistently, therefore, with sach views we hold that the maintenance of our 
religion is of the highest importance, eren of absolute necessity to the human 
race. We, as members of the human feunily, as citizens, as true philanthropists, 
can only labor for the preservation of the iiftith, and the extension of the Ohurch 
\ to whose care it is committed. If we did not do this with the creed we maintain, 
\ we should be untrue to our highest convictions, and so traitors to God and to 
\ mankind. The Catholic Ohurch in our view represents Christ, who is the fountain 
of light and life, as she is the instrumentality by which he teaches and sanctifies us 
\ It needs no argument to establish that, with such notion of religion, education 
] becomes one of the most important fdnctions of the ecclesiastical body, and that 
the priesthood which has been commissioned, as we believe, to teach aU nations, 
' cannot discharge itself of it responsibilities in this regard. We do not see how re- 
' ligion can be separated from education. To us it is an impossibity. Jn the Catho- 
lic Church in aU matters of Death and morals, we are a unit aU over the wide words. 
We Catholics have no leader but Christ, and when we obey the Church and the 
Boveregin Pontiff who rules the flock, it is for the sake of Him* who is our incar- 
nate Qod.*' 
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Here, then, we have the answer to our important question. And 
we find it is the old historic motire, by which the Church of Eome 
has always been moved and inspired, to wit : The extension of 
her religious and ecclesiastical system in the State by all available 
means, though civil institutions be destroyed' to make way for its 
advancement. The encroachments of the Catholic Church in our 
political institutions, its extortionate demands upon the public trea- 
sury, its persistent and impertinent application of the effete idea 
for which there is no room in this land, — that of the supremacy of 
ecclesiastical judgment over the State, — ^with its remarkable ability 
for agitation against the expressed will of the majority, are all the 
natural fruit of this ruling motive. 

It has been at the requisition of this tenacious and grasping idea 
— an idea never relinquished by Eome, nor absent for a moment 
from any movement she makes — that our City Treasury has been 
depleted, and our over-burdened citizens unjustly taxed to the 
amount of millions, simply to extend the influence of Eomanism. 
If this seems to you a hard statement, I will appeal to unquestioned 
facts for my vouchers. In doing this, I use the Report of Dr. 
Francis Lieber, made to the Union League Club, January 13th, 
1870, and for which invaluable service the thanks and gratitude of 
the citizens of this city and State are due to the ITnion League 
Club and Dr. Lieber. 

The Committee of the ITNioir Leaoue Club, upon the diversion 
of public moneys of this City from the legitimate objects of 
political government to sectarian purposes, make the following 

This evil began a short time ago under the specious form of begging from the 
City treasury a few dollars for some deserving charity controlled and owned by 
some one of the several himdred religious sects into which our people are diyided. 
It has in a few years made such gigantic strides that it now aMracts from the 
City treMury^ of the money raised hy general taxation^ half a million dollar$ 
annually ; and vses the greater part of this sum to destroy our system of public 
schools. 

To make this annual injustice the more easy and certain, last spring during the 
expiring moments of the Legislature, a cunning hand foistered into the tax levy 

ft 

for this city, section 10 : • a section that in its practical results enables the man- 
agers of a few sectarian schools to thrust tlieir hands into the public treasury, 
and extract therefrom over two hundred thousand dollars ($200,000) a year, and 
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use it for a set of private schools, that in effect undermine our equitable and ad- 
mirable system of public schools. 

That section is as follows : 

'* Ssonoir 10. Hereafter, an annual amount, equal to twenty per cent, on the 
excise moneys received for said city in eighteen hundred and sixty-eight, to be dis. 
tributed under the direction of an officer to be appointed for that purpose by the 
Board of Education of said city (whose compensation shall be paid from such 
amount) for the support of schools, educating children gratuitously in said city 
who are not provided for in the common eehooU thereof excepting therefrom 
schools receiving contributions for their support from the city treasury." 

NmoYork SeMtiam Law tf 1869, Che^. 876, See. 10. 

This section is not for one year, but for all future time. 

The Fahe Pretense for it^ is, that the children of these sectarian schools are not 
provided/or in the Common Schools of this City. The Fact is, that there were^ 
at the time this section was thrust into the tax levy, and now are, vacant seats , 
enough in the Oommon Sc]^ools in this city to accommodate all the children of 
every private school in the city. 

The average number of vacant seats in the Oommon Schools of this city i» 
overJJiirty-nine thousand (39^000), 

IReport ef Special cimm, of Board of EdueatUmj Oct, 6, 1869, page 17.] 
and the Oommon Schools furnish gratis to all the children of the city, without 
distinction of sect, everything that these seotarian schools furni A, except the sin" 
gle item of sectarian religious instmetion. 

The children in the Common Schools of this city have more con^ortdble and 
healthful schoolrooms^ letter lighted and ventilated^ and letter provided with hooJss^ 
apparatus and teachers^ than those in the sectarian schools have. 

The Oommon Schools make excellent citizens of a free and tolerant Republie, 

Love for the children as well as duty to the State require us to cherish and per- 
fect by every means in our power the Free Oommon Schools, and to give no aid 
from the public purse to their sectarian rivals. 

We have no State Ohurch in New York, yet the appropriations and donations 
of our Oity Government to certain religious sects and their peculiar institutions^ 
exceed those of any other city in Ohristendom. 

These delations, voted from the Publio Treasury of this city to religious 
sects for the year 1869, amounted to over five hundred thousand dollars 
($600,000). 

Of this sum, a single sect receives over four hundred thousand dollars 
($400,000). 

In addition to this, in 1860, for one dollar a year, the City Government gave ta 
the Arch-Bishop of this sect half a block of ground on Madison and toward 
Fourth Avenues, worth now two hundred thousand dollars ($200,000). 

In 1852 they gave to the same sect the fee of a whole block of ground running 
from Fifth to Fourth Avenues, and from Fiftieth to Fifty-first streets, by chang- 
ing a Lease into a Fee, for the sum of eighty-three dollars and thirty-two cents 
($88.32), and then, in 1864, paid this same sect twenty-four thousand dollars! 
($24,000) for the privilege of extending Madison Avenue across this block ; and 
also made this sect a donation of eight thousand nine hundred and twenty-eight 
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dollars and eighty-fonr cents ($8,928.84), to paj all assessments on this block 
for opening Madison Avenne. 

A moderate estimate of the present valae of this block of gronnd is one mil- 
lion and a half dollars ($1,600,000). 

In 1845 they gave the same sect, for one dollar, fonr hundred and fifty feet 
(450 ft.) of the Fifth Avenue end of the block' of ground adjoining the last, and 
between Fifty-first and Fifty-second streets ; and then in 1857, for one dollar a 
year rent, gave this sect the rest of this block ; thus practically donating the 
whole block running through from Fifth to Fourth Avenues; which block 
is now estimated to be worth another million and a half dollars ($1,500,000). 

The city government has thus given three million two hundred thousand 
dollars ! ($3,200,000) worth of real estate to a single sect for sectarian purposes. 

Now if the other religious sects were each treated by our city government 
with like liberality, the city of New York would in a few years become 
the very paradise of religious corporations : for they would have absorbed into 
their dead hands (Mortmain), either. by donation or taxation, all the estate, real 
and personal, in this city.* 

We have brought forward these alarming facts in no spirit of hostility to true 
religion, nor to any church, or political party as such. But exclusively in the 
character of American eiidstenSj we call upon our fellow-citizens, irrespective 
of sect or party, to oppose, in all lawful ways, taxation for sectarian purposes. 

Each religious sect has an equal and perfect right in our free land to as many 
and as magnificent churches and sectarian 8chools,monasteries, nunneries and asy- 
lums as it chooses to pay for it; hut to take money from the public treaaurpfor 
sectarian uses is not right; and especially not, when "by so doing toe a/re virtually 
destroying the very nurseries of universal education and of good citizens — to-witi 
our Free Common Schools, 

The sole effect and. real object of the lOth Section of this Statute^ is to mfike the 
people of this city, out. of the public nuyney raised by general taxation^ pay 
the expenses of teaching the special and peculiar tenets of certain religious sects. 

In other words, it is the entering wedge of a determined effort to destroy our 
Bystem of Free Common Schools, and upon its ruins to build up a State Church 
and put the whole subject of education unde^ the control of religious sects. 

The section i§ so worded as utterly to conceal from the public its real object 
and effect. 

This injustice of building up Sectarian Schools at the expense of the public 
treasury and of the Free Common Schools, will, by means of this Statute, be re- 
peated annually until the section be repealed. 

To accomplish its repeal it would seem to be only necessary at the right mo- 
ment to enlighten the public : for public sentiment is^ and always has been, right 
on this question in this country ever since the adoption of the Constitution of the 
United States. The first amendment to the Constitution, adopted in this city in 
1789, at the first session of the first Congress, made the Separation of Church and 
State a part of the Constitution. 

* [Blackstone says that but for the Statatea of Mortmain, Ecclesiastical Corporationfl would 
soon have engulphed the ?rhole real estate of England.l 
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This was done to protect the people against the use of public money for the 
support of sects and oharohea. 

To see the sad effect <if turning the education of the children over to th^ churchr 
we have only to look at Spain and Italy, where the church has always had con- 
trol of education. Ignorance and political corruption cover those unhappy conn- 
tries as with a dense, black doud. 

Divide the public money raised for schools among the jreligious sects/and aid- 
less contention and prostration of general education at once result. A large part 
of the youth of the country wonld grow up in ignorance, and the. rest would be 
indoctrinated with sectarian views. ' 

We hold it toleoj^ of <mr fundamental truths^ that American Liberty largely 
needs general, generous, and unseetarian education. 

The scheme inaugurated by this fraudulent tenth Section, of the last Tax Levy, 
is devised to destroy our Free Common Schools :— a system of education that in 
half a century has made Prussia one of the first nations of Europe, mid is fas^ 
making the United States excel in univ^^ intelligence— and to set up in their 
stead the system of Spain and Italy. 

It is the first legislative step in this State toward a return to the ignorance and 
bigotry of the Middle Ages. 

It shguld be met at the threshold and removed from the Statute Book. 

Table of Moneys voted from the Public Treasury ^f the City of 

New York for Sectarian Institutions in 1869. 

Boman Catholic $413,062 92 

Protestant Episcopal .* 29,S35 09 

Hebrew. . . » 14,404 49 

Beform (Dutcl^ Church : 12,6S0 86 

. Presbyterian 8,868 44 

Baptist 2,760 84 

Methodist Episcopal .* 3,978 63 

German Evangelical 2,027 24 

Miscellaneous 44,085 12 

Grand total .". .$528,742 47 

A carefdl investigation in respect to the items of this astonishing 
report of donations from the City Treasury for sectarian objects, 
will reveal the important fact, which is of great value in this contro- 
versy, that the monies voted to the different Protestant denominations 
were principally for the remission of taxes and assessments ; while 
the enormous amounts swallowed up by the Catholic Church have* 
been used almost entirely for educational purposes ; thus propaga- 
ting Romanism by levying taxes upon the entire community of 
citizens/ The Methodist Ef)i6copal Church, for example, received 
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$8,073.63. Tills was divided among tweVoe congregations — tlie 
highest amount being $4Y3, the lowest $91. And I can safely arer 
that in no instance was a donation used by this denomination for 
any other purpose than to pay a tax or assessment. But this 
amount was just $3,073.63 too much to pay out of the City Treas- 
ury to the Methodist Episcopal Church, . The Protestant churches 
of this city are abundantly able to pay all lawful taxes and assess- 
ments imposed on them, and by right ought to pay them, seeing 
their congregations and property enjoy the protection of the Gov- 
ernment, and I trust this is the last time we shall hear of a Protest- 
ant church begging alms at the door of the city treasury for a 
donation to pay a few paltry assessments* '^ 1^ 

But to return, what is now our duty in view of this sectarian as- 
sault upon our Common Schools ? Our duty as citizens f not as 
Methodists, Baptists, or professixig Christians of any name . 

I speak to-night as an American citizen charged with a share of 
the responsibility in maintaining our cherished civil institutions 
against the aggressions of any and all ecclesiastical parties. I ask 
no favor for the church of my profession in this respect. I would 
not trust any religious sect with the exclusive rule in State affairs ; 
and any approach to spiritual domination in matters of political 
economy is hazardous to our national prosperity and independence. 
Shall our cherished Common School system be maintained as it is*? 
Will we perform our whole duty in the fear of God, for ourselves 
and for our children, and^' preserve to them the rich blessings of a 
free education untainted by the smell of religious bigotry? 
Methinks I hear from every heart and lip the earnest, solemn " We 
will ! " Amen. May God defend the right. My heart bears no 
ill-will to the church whose political aggressions we resist. " With 
malice toward none, with charity for all," we are glad that all re- 
ligious denominations stand equal before the law, invested with 
equal rights to extend their influence by legitimate means and 
ways. But the church must not remove out of her limited sphere 
to which she is properly restricted, to lay a hand on any liberty 
this jpeople possess and enjoy as Citizens. 

I fear a great issue is upon us. Tear after year the low rumb- 
ling of the volcano has shaken our feet, while we vainly hoped that 
each shock would be the last ; but instead, the shaking has increas- 
ed, and now the tall mountain seems ready to vomit out its sub 
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terranean fire and lava, to scorch the green verdure and destroy the 
fair fields of pur land. But we shall stand to our post. 

^ This is no thae to be sleepiogj 

When Wrong hae a heel upon Bight 1 
When Error boldly maintftinB her ground, 
'And yaliant Tmth lies bleeding and bound. 
* Up I haye a hand in the fight ! 

This is no time to be sleeping. 

Rome seeks political power in the nation as the road to spiritual 
aggrandizement : — a strange mistake, for the temper of a Eepublic 
is very unsuited to bear spiritual domination. We have room and 
liberty for all religious sects ; but not room for one ! 

The Roman Catholic church is a unit ; what she means at Rome 
she means here. Her policy is one ; and history is the unimpeacha- 
ble witness to her intense and persistent opposition to the progress of 
human freedom and Christian liberality. Her aggressions upon 
our American political institutions must be resisted. Her Ecclesi- 
astical body cannot be permitted to rule the State ; but whatever 
of liberty she enjoys it must be in common with all others -who 
receive not her doctrines — no less, no more. 
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